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T
he education options are
black-and-white in the
northeast. If you can afford
to pay — or are bright enough
to receive a scholarship or

bursary — you move to Newcastle, 
because six of the region’s top ten 
independent schools are in the Tyneside 

Durham Johnston 
Comprehensive, 
above, has sent 
120 pupils to 
Oxbridge in 
11 years

city. The Royal Grammar
School takes the top spot in 
the Parent Power rankings.

However, it is the hard work
of the teachers and pupils of the

Dame Allan’s schools that merit
the spotlight. Dame Allan’s Girls’

School has risen 72 places to 141st in the

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

TOP 8

Royal Grammar School, 
Newcastle upon Tyne
National rank: 721

2 Yarm School 129

3 Durham High School for Girls 130=

4 Dame Allan's Girls' School, Newcastle upon Tyne 141

5 Dame Allan's Boys' School, Newcastle upon Tyne 169

6 Newcastle High School for Girls GDST 240=

7 Newcastle School for Boys 282

8 Durham School 283

9 Westfield School, Newcastle upon Tyne 349

10 Longridge Towers School, Berwick-upon-Tweed 385

Durham Johnston 
Comprehensive School
National rank: 1931

2 St Leonard's Catholic School, Durham 246

3 Queen Elizabeth High School, Hexham 260

4 Egglescliffe School, Stockton-on-Tees 284

5 The King Edward VI School, Morpeth 319

6 Whitley Bay High School 338

7 Conyers School, Stockton-on-Tees 361

8 St Anthony's Girls' Catholic Academy, Sunderland 384

TOP 10

DURHAM JOHNSTON COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL

Every pupil 
already had a 
Chromebook 
before Covid

TOP 20
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Altrincham Grammar 
School for Girls
National rank: 5

A
ltrincham was named the
best place to live in the UK by
The Sunday Times in 2020,
and today it is one of the 
best places to learn in the

northwest. Four of the top ten state 
secondary schools in the northwest — 
all of which are grammar schools — are 
in the WA14 and WA15 postcodes.

Altrincham Grammar School for Girls
heads the rankings in the first 
post-pandemic set of results for state
and independent secondary schools. 
Its high performance means it has 
moved into fifth place in the national 
league table.

It is one of the five schools that 
make up the Trafford Grammar 
Schools CEM Consortium, 
which sets the competitive 
entrance tests that
11-year-olds sit for a place
at its schools. Four of the
consortium’s five schools
in Greater Manchester
appear in our top ten
state schools for the
region, with Altrincham
Grammar School for Boys
coming second, Sale
Grammar School fourth and
Stretford Grammar School ninth.

“The school’s academic success is due
to the hard work and expertise of the 
teachers, alongside the support of staff
for our students’ welfare and wellbeing, 
and the resilience, determination and 
commitment of our students,” says 
Stephanie Gill, the head teacher of 
Altrincham Grammar School for Girls.

There are dozens of clubs and 
extracurricular activities at this
single-sex grammar — ranging from 
computing to hip-hop, Latin, psychology 
and chess. Gill continues: “We encourage 

students to take up these opportunities, 
which provide enjoyment, relaxation
and fulfilment. We believe in the NHS’s 
five ways to wellbeing: connecting 
with others, being physically active, 
learning new skills, giving to others 
and paying attention to the moment. 
School activities promote and support 
students to pursue all these different 
ways to wellbeing.” 

The Liverpool Blue Coat School, a 
solidly selective grammar school, is in 
third place, and Cheadle Hulme High 
School, Stockport, is the highest-
achieving comprehensive, despite 
slipping in the national league table. 

Also worth a mention is Cockermouth
Comprehensive, which is within the

best 25 schools in the region
and has jumped 97 places in

the national rankings to
=244th, putting it in the
top 250 schools in
England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. 
King David High 
School in Liverpool has 

soared 110 places in the
league table.
It is the girls who yet 

again top the regional rankings
for independent secondary schools.

Withington Girls’ School, Manchester,
the 700-pupil school that charges
£14,622 a year, beats the Manchester 
Grammar School, a much larger boys’ 
school. 

Pupils joined Withington this year
aged 11 from 25 primary and prep schools, 
as well as from Withington’s junior school. 
In their first term they went on a school 
trip to an activity centre in the Lake 
District with sixth-formers to help to them 
settle in.
Sian Griffiths
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LSNORTHWEST
Withington 
Girls’ School, 
above, leads the 
region’s 
independent 
schools. Below:
Altrincham 
Grammar 
School for Girls 
encourages 
pupils to take up 
extracurricular 
opportunities 

Withington Girls’ School, 
Manchester
National rank: 28=1
The Manchester 
Grammar School
862
Manchester High 
School for Girls
953

4 The King's School, Chester 112

5 The Grange School, Northwich 121

6 The Queen's School, Chester 155=

7 Stockport Grammar School 166=

8 The King's School, Macclesfield 178

9 Bolton School Girls' Division 180

10 Cheadle Hulme School 201

11 Chetham's School of Music, Manchester 202

12= Alderley Edge School for Girls 224=

12= Birkenhead School, Wirral 224=

14 Bolton School Boys' Division Senior School 227

15 Abbey Gate College, Chester 252=

16 King William's College, Isle of Man 254

17 Scarisbrick Hall School, Ormskirk 257=

18 Westholme School, Blackburn 264=

19 Bury Grammar School 267

20 AKS Lytham, Lytham St Annes 269

1
Altrincham Grammar 
School for Boys
172
The Blue Coat School, 
Liverpool
333

4 Sale Grammar School 42

5 Loreto Grammar School, Altrincham 61

6 Lancaster Girls' Grammar School 70

7 St Ambrose College, Altrincham 85

8 Wirral Grammar School for Girls, Bebington 93=

9 Stretford Grammar School 104

10 Clitheroe Royal Grammar School 124

11 Lancaster Royal Grammar School 126=

12 Calday Grange Grammar School, West Kirby 171

13 Bacup and Rawtenstall Grammar School 175=

14 Cheadle Hulme High School, Stockport 181=

15 Queen Elizabeth Grammar School Penrith 184

16 West Kirby Grammar School 194

17 Urmston Grammar School 214

18 Tarporley High School & Sixth Form College 225

19 The King David High School, Manchester 234=

20  Wirral Grammar School for Boys, Bebington 239

MARK WAUGH/WITHINGTON GIRLS SCHOOL

There are dozens 
of clubs, from 
computing to 
hip-hop, Latin

and chess

national independent school league
table, while Dame Allan’s Boys’ is up 
71 places to 169th. Together they are 
jointly awarded Best Secondary School 
in the Northeast.

“It is a reflection of our overall school
offering and our commitment to pupil 
achievement and wellbeing,” says 
Will Scott, the principal of Dame Allan’s 
Schools. It is also a reflection of an already 
embedded focus on technology that 
was invaluable during the pandemic 
because each pupil already had been 
given a Chromebook.

More than that, the schools have 
recently appointed a director of pupil 
wellbeing to complement its academic 
excellence. “Our pastoral team includes
a school nurse, art psychotherapist, 
counsellors — most of whom are based in 
our purpose-built wellbeing room, the 
Snug, a dedicated space where pupils can 
go to feel safe, heard and understood,” 
Scott says.

Students can book a 20-minute 
appointment with Heidi, a five-year-old 
Maltichon therapy dog, who attends 
school twice a week. 

Meanwhile, the highest-performing 
state school in the northeast, Durham 
Johnston Comprehensive School, remains 
in the top national 200 state secondary 
schools, at 193rd. 

Its results — 77 per cent A*-B grades at
A-level and 43 per cent A*-A (grade 7 or
above) at GCSE — are worth a particular
mention because the 1,690-strong
school caters to pupils with diverse
ability — and to more than 50 nationalities
— many of whom are from disadvantaged
backgrounds.

“What we do is quite old-fashioned. 
We believe in comprehensive values,” 
Andrew O’Sullivan, the head teacher, 
says. “The school’s success is based on 
our stable leadership, longstanding staff, 
and our adaptability on top of a strong 
foundation. We have sent 120 children 
to Oxford and Cambridge in the past 
11 years. That is a great achievement for
a comprehensive, and especially one in 
this area.”

However, in retrospect he believes the
easy part was moving to teaching online, 
because the impact of the pandemic has 
been more profound than was first 
imagined. “Addressing the fallout over 
the next decade will be an even greater 
challenge,” he says.

One good thing has been the move to 
online parents’ evenings: take-up has 
jumped from 80 per cent in person to 
94 per cent. Indeed, involving parents 
and holding events to explain the 
challenges facing their children is 
helping to boost not just academic 
performance but happiness levels. 

St Leonard’s Catholic School, also 
in Durham, has made its debut in the 
top 250 state secondary schools. Chris 
Hammill, the head teacher, says: “This 
huge achievement is impressive due to 
the uneven impact of the pandemic, 
which has disproportionately impacted 
the northeast.”
Helen Davies

Heidi, a therapy dog, at Dame Allan’s
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