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“If you are keen to develop your performing of 
more than one instrument to a very high standard, 

enjoy writing and composing your own music, 
are literate in traditional music notation and 

passionate about a wide range of musical styles 
and wanting to explore these more, then a Music 
A Level may be right for you. You will be guided 
and encouraged to recognise interdependence 
of music skills, knowledge and understanding, 

ultimately combining links between performing, 
creating, analysing, listening and appraising 

in order to become a forward thinking, 
accomplished and multi-faceted musician.” 

P RO G RA M M E  O F  ST U DY
You’ll learn to perform, compose and appreciate different 
styles of music over the course, developing your critical  
and creative thinking, as well as your cultural, aesthetic  
and emotional awareness.

Composition is a key area of the course and you’ll learn how 
to apply theoretical techniques in order to create your own 
technically controlled and imaginatively expressive pieces 
of music. You will also develop your performance skills 
with a focus on solo playing with the option of ensemble 
performance. There are two routes through the course 
where you can choose to either focus on performance or 
composition coursework. 

Your analytical study will focus on three areas, with set works 
in each: the development of western classical symphonies, 
music in either the 20th or 21st centuries and a choice of 
a further study between rock and popular music, musical 
theatre, or jazz. You’ll develop an understanding of the 
concepts explored within the music as well as the context in 
which it was written. You’ll also develop your ability to write 
informatively and analytically in this area of study. 

Outside of the classroom we encourage you to join one 
or more of our senior ensembles which include the RGS 
Symphony Orchestra, Big Band, Concert Band and Senior 
Choir. There is a large variety of performance opportunities 
ranging from solo and chamber recitals, jazz concerts, rock 
gigs and larger school concerts and productions which you’ll 
be encouraged to participate in to develop your instrumental 
and vocal craft.

A S S E S S M E N T

- �Internal examination at the end of the first year, consisting  
of performing, appraising and composing component.

- �External assessment at the end of the second year, 
comprising of a live performance recital, two compositions 
and a listening and appraising exam. 

- �The exam will consist of three questions related to set work, 
one short melody/rhythm dictation and two essay questions 
on an unfamiliar extract.

F U T U R E  P L A N S

If you are wanting to pursue Music at music college or 
university, then a Music A Level is a necessary foundation for 
the course. It is also a superb complementary subject option 
for a variety of courses at further education. You will develop 
and be able to demonstrate a broad array of desirable skills 
that will assist you in both further education and future 
employment. 

TO  A P P LY

Grade 7–9 GCSE is recommended. We will also look at 
your individual/personal music abilities in your chosen 
instruments.
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